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TOWN OF LUNENBURG 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 

 May 7, 2022

Worcester, ss: 

To:  John E. Baker, Constable of the Town of Lunenburg, in the County of Worcester, 

Greetings: 

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and 

warn the inhabitants of the Town of Lunenburg, qualified to vote in elections and town 

affairs, to meet in the Lunenburg Middle/High School Auditorium in said Lunenburg on 

Saturday, the 7th day of May next, at 9:00 o'clock in the morning (9:00 A.M.), for the 

purpose of taking action on the Town Meeting Warrant, and then and there to act on the 

following articles, viz: 

 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING ARTICLES 

 

ARTICLE 1. To see if the Town will vote to hear and/or accept the regular written reports of the 

Town Officers and Committees; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the 

Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   No Direct Financial Impact 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:     Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 2.  To see if the Town will vote to authorize revolving funds for various departments, 

boards, committees, agencies or officers pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, 

Section 53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022 to be expended in accordance with 

Chapter 138 of the Town’s General By-laws; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted 

by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend Approval  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend Approval 

 

Revolving Fund FY23 Spending  

Limit 

Ambulance Billing $100,000 

Timber Rights $10,000 

School Custodial Special Details $13,000 

Green Thumb $5,000 

Library Revolving $12,000 

Council on Aging/MART Revolving $45,000 

Stormwater Task Force $5,000 

Electrical, Gas, Plumbing Inspector Revolving $46,000 

Technology Revolving  $30,000 

 

 

ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money for payment of prior year expenses; or take any other action relative 

thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend Approval     

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:    Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 4.  To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds, all sums of money 

necessary to amend the amounts voted for the Town’s FY 2022 Budget, under Article 6 of the 

May 1, 2021 Annual Town Meeting and Article 1 of the November 16, 2021 Special Town 

Meeting; or take any other action relative thereto.  (Submitted by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   Deferred  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:    Recommend Approval 
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ARTICLE 5.   To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money to fund the first year of the FY 2022 and FY 2023 Collective Bargaining 

Agreement dated July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2023 with AFSCME, Council 93, Municipal 

Employees Union; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend Approval      

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend Approval 
 

ARTICLE 6.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from 

available funds a sum of money for the FY 2023 Capital Plan, as appearing in the Capital 

Planning Report; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: Deferred (6-0-1) 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:              Recommend Approval   

 

ARTICLE 7.   To see if the Town will vote to approve a reorganization of the Public Works 

Department in accordance with a reorganization plan entitled “Administrative Organization 

Plan,” dated April 5, 2022, and accompanying message of the Town Manager, both on file at the 

office of the Town Clerk and Select Board and posted on the town website, under the authority 

provided for in Article 5, Section 1(b) of the Town Charter; or take any other action relative 

thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Deferred 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:     Recommend Approval    

 

ARTICLE 8.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money to defray the charges and expenses of the Town for FY 2023 and to fix 

the salaries and compensation of all elected officials of the Town and any other items included in 

the budget of the Town Manager; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the 

Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend Approval 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:     Recommend Approval    

 

ARTICLE 9.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money to the Stabilization Fund; or take any other action relative thereto. 

(Submitted by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Recommend Approval  

 

ARTICLE 10.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money to the Special Purpose Stabilization Fund; or take any other action 

relative thereto.  (Submitted by the Town Manager) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:         Recommend Approval  

 

ARTICLE 11.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money into the OPEB Trust Fund that was created at the November 10, 2010 

Special Town Meeting; or take any other action relative thereto.  (Submitted by the Town 

Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   Recommend Approval    

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:                Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money to operate the Sewer Enterprise Fund for FY 2023; or take any other 

action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Sewer Commission) 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:     Recommend Approval   

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:        Recommend Approval 
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ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds $35,548.86 into the 

Sewer Capital Reserve Stabilization Fund; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted 

by the Sewer Commission) 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:    Recommend Approval    

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:                Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 14.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds a sum of money to operate the Solid Waste Disposal Program Enterprise Fund for FY 

2023; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:    Recommend Approval    

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 15.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds a sum of money to operate the Water Enterprise Fund for FY 2023; or take any other 

action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval   

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 16.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds, a sum of money to fund the FY 2023 Public Educational Government (PEG) Access 

Enterprise operating and capital budgets; or take any other action relative thereto.  (Submitted by 

the PAC Committee) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 17.  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $10,000 from the Sale of 

Cemetery Lots account to be used for the care and improvement and embellishment of the Town 

Cemeteries; or take any other action relative thereto.  (Submitted by the Cemetery Commission) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:    Recommend Approval    

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:      Deferred (3-1) 

 

ARTICLE 18.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds a sum of money to remove and dispose of solid waste materials and restore the work 

area to prior natural conditions at the property known as the Woodruff Property, known as and 

numbered 104 Fairview Road, as shown on Assessor’s Map 080, Lot 021, including all costs 

related or incidental thereto, including but not limited to consultants’ fees and expenses; or 

take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Town Manager) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 19.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available 

funds a sum of money for the demolition of the building at the property known as the old 

Primary School, 30 School Street, shown on Assessor’s Map 071, Lot 076, and for final 

engineering and design services to create a passive recreation/open space area at this property, 

including all costs related or incidental thereto; or take any other action relative thereto. 

(Submitted by the Select Board) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval (6-1) 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:                   Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 20.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of Lunenburg, Chapter 70, 

Section 70-8.A, entitled “Salary Administration Plan,” Schedule A, as follows: the position of 

Council on Aging Assistant Meal Site Manager to be added and assigned to Grade 3; the 

position of Council on Aging Meal Site Manager to be changed from a Grade 3 to a Grade 6; 

the position of Firefighter/AEMT-Call to be added and assigned to Grade 10; and the position 

of Firefighter/Paramedic-Call to be added and assigned to Grade 11; or take any other action 
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relative thereto. (Submitted by the Personnel Committee) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 21.  To see if the Town will vote to replace the current Salary Schedule in the Code 

of Lunenburg, Chapter 70, Section 70-8.A, entitled “Salary Administration Plan,” Schedule A, if 

and as amended by the preceding Article 20, with a FY 2023 Salary Schedule as recommended 

by the Personnel Committee, which authorizes wage increases for Fiscal Year 2023, for 

permanent employees not covered by a collective bargaining unit agreement or individual 

contract; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Personnel Committee) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:         Deferred 

 

ARTICLE 22.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of Lunenburg, Chapter 70 

entitled “Salary Administration Plan” as shown on a document entitled “Amendments to the 

Salary Administration Plan Bylaw”, with additions to the Bylaw underlined and deletions 

stricken-through therein, the entire text of which is on file at the offices of the Town Clerk and 

Select Board and posted on the town website; or take any other action relative thereto.  

(Submitted by the Personnel Committee) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:    Deferred (6-1)  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:      Deferred 

 

ARTICLE 23.  To see if the Town will vote to create a special committee composed of not more 

than 11 members to act as a steering committee to plan for the observance of the 300
th

 

Anniversary of the Town of Lunenburg, which was incorporated August 1, 1728, said committee 

to be appointed by the Select Board, and to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds 

a sum of money to cover initial expenses of said committee; or take any other action relative 

thereto. (Submitted by the Select Board) 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:    Deferred  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:      Recommend Approval 

 

ARTICLE 24.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the General By-laws of the Town of 

Lunenburg as follows: 

(i) by deleting all references throughout to “Selectman,” “Selectmen” and “Board of 

Selectmen,” and substituting therefor the terms “Select Board member,” “Select 

Board” and “Select Board,” respectively; 

 

(ii) by adding to Chapter 12, entitled “Boards, Commissions and Committees,” to 

Article II, entitled “Building Committee,” to Section 12-3, entitled “Membership, 

appointment,” second sentence, the phrase “one member of the Select Board 

appointed by the Select Board” between the phrases “comprised of” and “one 

member from the Planning Board”; 

 

(iii) by deleting Article IV, entitled “Computer Advisory Committee,” from said 

Chapter 12, in its entirety, including Sections 12-7, entitled “Establishment and 

membership; vacancies,” and 12-8, entitled “Powers and duties”; 

 

(iv) by deleting from Chapter 12, entitled “Boards, Commissions and Committees,” 

from Article V, entitled “Public Access Cable Committee,” from Section 12-9, 

entitled “Establishment and purpose,” second sentence, the phrase “Lunenburg 

TV Channels 8 and 9” and substituting the phrase “Lunenburg TV Channels 8, 9 

and 99” therefor; 

 

(v) by deleting from said Chapter 12, from said Article V, from Section 12-11, 

entitled “Membership,” within Subsection A, the phrase “or full-time students at 

Lunenburg High School”; 
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(vi) by deleting from said Chapter 12, from said Article V, from Section 12-11, 

entitled “Membership,” within Subsection C, the phrase “or any Lunenburg High 

School student”; 

 

(vii) by deleting from said Chapter 12, from said Article V, from Section 12-11, 

entitled “Membership,” Subsection G in its entirety, and substituting the 

following therefor: 

 

 G.  Vacancies.  Vacancies shall be appointed by the Select Board to serve the 

balance of the unexpired term. 

 

(viii) by deleting from said Chapter 12, from Article VII, entitled “Americans with 

Disabilities Committee,” from Section 12-20.1, entitled “Meetings,” within 

Subsection E, the word “Robett’s” and substituting the word “Robert’s” therefor;  

 

(ix) by deleting from Chapter 81, entitled “Town Meetings,” from Article I, entitled 

“Town Meetings,” from Section 81-1, entitled “Warrants,” within Subsection A, 

Item G, the phrase “Centre Pizza & Variety” and substituting “JAXX Country 

Variety” therefor; and 

 

(x) by deleting from Chapter 168, entitled “Licensing,” from Article II, entitled 

“Denial or Revocation of Licenses for Failure to Pay Taxes,” Section 168-6, 

entitled “Exceptions,” in its entirety, substituting the following therefor: 

 

§ 168-6  Exceptions. 

 

This article shall not apply to the following licenses and permits: 

 

Statute   Contact  Subject Matter 

MGL c. 48, § 13  Fire Department Open burning 

MGL c, 101, § 33  Select Board  Sale of article for charitable  

      purposes 

MGL c. 149, § 69   School Department Children work permits 

MGL c. 140, § 21E  Select Board  Clubs, associations  

       dispensing food or  

       beverage licenses 

MGL c. 140, § 137  Animal Control Dog licenses 

MGL c. 207, § 28  Town Clerk  Marriage licenses 

MGL c. 140, § 181  Select Board  Theatrical events, public  

       exhibition permits 

 

(Submitted by the Bylaw Review Committee)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:    Deferred  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:      Deferred 

 

ARTICLE 25.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Lunenburg Sewer Bylaw as follows: 

 

(i) by adding to Section 2.0, entitled “Sewer Service Area,” at the end of the second 

paragraph, which presently reads: 

 

“The Sewer Service Area and Sewer Service Zones are delineated on the Sewer Service Area 

Map as approved by the Town Meeting.  The Sewer Service Area Map may be amended from 

time to time by vote of Town Meeting.” 

 

the following: 

 

“The inclusion of a property, or portion of a property, in the Sewer Service Area may establish 

eligibility to connect to the sanitary sewer but shall not create an entitlement thereto.  All sewer 

connections shall be subject to, and shall comply with, the provisions of this by-law, including 

but not limited to available capacity, capacity limitations and Sewer Commission approval(s), 
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where required.  Neither the boundaries of the Sewer Service Area nor the requirement that a 

property be located within said Sewer Service Area to be eligible to connect may be waived.” 

 

 and 

 

(ii) by deleting from Section 3.0, entitled “Connection Eligibility,” the third paragraph, in 

its entirety, which presently reads: 

 

“Sewer connections shall be located entirely on the property they are to serve.  The connection 

must enter the property directly from the public way in which the sewer is located.  No 

connections shall be allowed via an easement.  A sewer line must remain within the parcel that it 

serves.” 

 

and substituting the following therefor: 

 

“Sewer connections shall be located entirely on the property they are to serve.  The connection 

must enter the property directly from the public way in which the sewer is located.  No 

connections shall be allowed via an easement.  A sewer line must remain within the parcel that it 

serves. 

 

Nothwithstanding the above, sewer connections may be installed in easements across adjoining 

properties, at the discretion of the Commission, through the issuance of a waiver under Section 

10.0 of this bylaw.” 

 

 and 

 

(iii)by deleting from Section 4.0, entitled “Sewer Extensions,” the fourth paragraph, in its 

entirety, which presently reads: 

 

“All development and construction shall be monitored in accordance with the ‘Monitoring and 

Inspection Procedures and Fee System of the Lunenburg Sewer Commission.’” 

 

 and 

 

(iv) by deleting Section 9.0, entitled “Regulation Changes,” in its entirety, which 

presently reads: 

 

“9.0      REGULATION CHANGES 

 

The Sewer Commission will establish a draft of proposed changes during regular, properly 

posted open meetings.  Once there is consensus on the proposed changes, a formal hearing will 

be scheduled and will take place over 2 regularly scheduled meetings.  Both hearings will be 

televised.  A notice of the hearing will be put in a local newspaper at least 5 business days prior 

to the hearing dates.  At the discretion of the Sewer Commission, the hearing may be continued 

to the next consecutive open, regularly scheduled meeting.  Once the hearing is closed, the final 

changes will be drafted and voted on.  The proposed and approved changes will be posted on the 

Commission’s Town website.” 

 

and substituting the following therefor: 

 

“9.0      REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

 

The Sewer Commission is expressly authorized to promulgate rules and regulations effectuating 

the purposes of this by-law; provided, however, that neither the Commission’s failure to 

promulgate a rule or regulation nor a legal declaration of the invalidity thereof shall act to 

suspend or invalidate the effect of the provisions hereof.  Amendment(s) to the rules and 

regulations may be contemplated during regular, open meetings of the Commission.  Prior to the 

adoption of any amendment, a public hearing shall be conducted with notice of said hearing 

published in a local newspaper at least five (5) business days in advance.  At the discretion of the 

Commission, the hearing may be continued from time to time as necessary.  Following adoption, 

the amendment(s) shall be posted on the Commission’s Town website.” 
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 and 

 

(v) by adding a new Section 10.0, entitled “Waivers,” as follows: 

 

“10.0 WAIVERS 

 

Except as otherwise stated herein, the Sewer Commission reserves the right to waive, in its sole 

discretion, any provision(s) of this by-law and/or the rules and regulations adopted hereunder due 

to emergency circumstances; as may cause undue hardship to any person or entity affected 

thereby; or as the Commission may deem to be in the best interests of the Town of Lunenburg 

and not otherwise inconsistent with the purpose and objectives hereof.  Each request for a waiver 

shall be made in writing to the Commission and shall require an affirmative vote of approval by 

a majority in number of the Commission.  In no event shall the Commission waive any 

requirement of the Massachusetts General Laws or any regulation adopted by the 

Commonwealth thereunder.  There shall be no entitlement to a waiver; and the grant of a waiver 

in one instance shall not require the Commission to grant a waiver in any other.”   

 

or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by Sewer Commission) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   Deferred 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:      Deferred 

 

ARTICLE 26.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of Lunenburg, Chapter 250, 

a.k.a. the Protective Bylaw, Section 4.15, entitled “Non-medical marijuana establishments,” 

Subsection K, entitled “Special permit procedure,” by deleting Item (1) therefrom in its entirety, 

which presently reads: 

(1) Applicant shall submit proof of approval from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

for the proposed Marijuana Establishment by submitting copies of all required 

registrations, licenses and permits issued to the applicant by the state and any of its 

agencies for the facility as well as Host Community Agreement (HCA) with the 

Town and approval hereunder shall be conditioned on final approval from the 

Commonwealth. 

 

and by substituting therefor the following: 

 

(1) An applicant shall submit a copy of its Host Community Agreement (HCA) with the 

Town, authorizing its development of a Marijuana Establishment on the site subject 

to receipt of applicable permits; as well as copies of all registrations and licenses, if 

any, issued to the applicant by the Commonwealth or any of its agencies for operation 

of a Marijuana Establishment on the site.  Licensure by the Commonwealth is not a 

prerequisite to application submittal; provided, however, that commencement of use 

of or construction under a special permit is and shall be conditioned upon issuance of 

all requisite provisional licenses and approvals under applicable law.  Final licensure 

of the Marijuana Establishment shall be required before commencement of 

operations. 

 

or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Planning Board)  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  No Direct Financial Impact  

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:     Deferred 
 

ARTICLE 27.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of Lunenburg, Section 250-4.9, 

which is a Section of the Protective Bylaw entitled “Water Supply Protection District,” as shown 

on a document entitled “Section 250-4.9 Water Supply Protection District Updates 2022”, with 

additions to the Bylaw underlined and deletions stricken-through therein, the entire text of which 

is on file at the offices of the Town Clerk and Land Use Director and posted on the town 

website; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Planning Board) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:   No Direct Financial Impact 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:       Recommend Approval 
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ARTICLE 28.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Code of Lunenburg, Section 250-3.2, 

which is a Section of the Protective Bylaw entitled “Location of Districts,” by deleting “May 3, 

2008” as the date of the map referenced therein and substituting “May 7, 2022” therefor, and by 

adopting said revised map, a copy of which is on file with the Town Clerk, as the Town’s official 

zoning map; or take any other action relative thereto. (Submitted by the Planning Board) 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      No Direct Financial Impact 

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Recommend Approval  

 

ARTICLE 29.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the sewer service area map by adding the 

remaining acreage for parcel known as 5 Chestnut Street to the Lunenburg sewer service area 

and sewer service zone (known as parcel id 059-0032-00); or take any other action relative 

thereto. (Submitted by Citizen Petition) 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      No Direct Financial Impact    

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:          Deferred 

 

ARTICLE 30.  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following “Resolution in Support of 
Changing the State Flag & Seal of Massachusetts”: 

Whereas the history of Massachusetts is replete with instances of conflict between the European 

Colonists and the Native Nations of the region, who first extended the hand of friendship to the 

Colonists on their shores in 1620, and helped them to survive starvation during the settlers first 

winters on their land; 

 

Whereas members of the Native Nation for who the State of Massachusetts is named were 

ambushed and killed by Myles Standish, first commander of the Plymouth Colony, in April of 

1623, barely two years after the Pilgrims arrived on their shores; 

 

Whereas the Colonial broadsword brandished above the head of the Native man on the 

Massachusetts State Flag and Seal is modeled after Myles Standish’s own broadsword, borrowed 

for that purpose from the Pilgrim Hall in Plymouth by the illustrator Edmund Garrett in 1884; 

 

Whereas the belt binding the Native’s cloak on the Flag and Seal is modeled after a belt worn by 

Metacomet, known to the English as King Philip, who was among the Wampanoag leaders who 

resorted to a mutually destructive war in 1675-76 in defense of Native lands against Colonial 

encroachment;  

 

Whereas the proportions of the body of the Native man in the Flag and Seal were modeled from 

a Native skeleton kept in Winthrop, the bow modeled after a bow taken from a Native man shot 

and killed by a colonist in Sudbury in 1665, and his facial features taken from a photograph of an 

Ojibwe chief from Great Falls, Montana, considered by the illustrator to be a “fine specimen of 

an Indian,” though not from Massachusetts; 

 

Whereas the history of relations between Massachusetts since Colonial times and the Native 

Nations who continue to live within its borders includes the forced internment of thousands of 

so-called “praying Indians” on Deer Island, in Boston Harbor, where they died by the hundreds 

of exposure in 1675, their subsequent enslavement in Boston, Bermuda, and the Caribbean 

Islands, the offering of 40 pounds sterling as bounty for the scalps of Native men, women and 

children in Massachusetts beginning in 1686, increased to 100 pounds sterling for the scalps of 

Native adult males by 1722, half that amount for Native women and children; 

 

Whereas Native Americans were legally prohibited from even stepping foot into Boston from 

1675 until 2004, when that law was finally repealed; 

 

Whereas the 400
th

 anniversary of the landing of the colonists at Plymouth Plantation in the year 

2020, afforded every citizen of the Commonwealth a chance to reflect upon this history and 

come to an awareness of the possibility of a better relationship between the descendants of the 

Colonial immigrants and the Native Nations of the Commonwealth; 

 

Whereas Native Americans have long suffered the many abuses of racism, the appropriation of 

their symbols for public schools and sports teams, the loss of their ancestral lands and the 

encroachment of their cultural lifeways;  
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Whereas the area now known as the Town of Lunenburg shares a rich Native history with 

modern day tribal Nations, who inhabited this area long before the first colonial settlers arrived 

circa 1718, such as the Abenaki and the Nipmuc; 

 

Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Lunenburg hereby adopts this resolution in 

support of the work of the Special Commission Relative to the Seal and Motto of the 

Commonwealth, established by a Resolve of the General Court in 2020 and appointed by the 

Governor to recommend changes to the current flag and seal of Massachusetts; and in support of 

a new seal and motto for the Commonwealth that may better reflect our aspirations for 

harmonious and respectful relations between all people who now call Massachusetts home. The 

town clerk shall forward a copy of this resolution to Sen. Marc Pacheco and Rep. Antonio 

Cabral, co-chairs of the Joint Committee on State Administration, who serve as members of the 

Special Commission Relative to the Seal and Motto of the Commonwealth, and to Sen. John 

Cronin, Rep. Michael Kushmerek and Rep. Danillo Sena, with the request they support the work 

of the aforementioned Special Commission. (Submitted by Citizen Petition) 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:      No Direct Financial Impact    

SELECT BOARD RECOMMENDATION:                   Deferred 
 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies thereof in four or more 

public places in the Town, fourteen (14) days at least before the day appointed for said meeting, one 

of which places shall be the Town Hall, one at Whalom Variety Store in the Whalom-Bakerville 

District, one at Powell’s and one at Jaxx Country Variety, and by mailing a copy to each dwelling 

unit in the Town in which a registered voter resides at least fourteen (14) days prior to such 

meeting.  

 

Hereof, fail not and make due return of this Warrant, with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk 

at the time and place aforesaid.  

 

Given under our hands this 5th day of April in the year Two Thousand and Twenty Two, 
 

                  

A true copy, Attest:                                                                               LUNENBURG SELECT BOARD 

Kathryn M. Herrick, Town Clerk 

                                                                                                                 _________________________________ 

                                                Tom Alonzo, Chairman 

 

                                                            _________________________________ 

         Michael-Ray Jeffreys, Vice Chairman 

     

        _________________________________ 

                                                                                                                   Lou Franco, Clerk 

                                   

                                                                                                                   _________________________________  
                                                                                                            Todd Dwyer, Member  

 

 


